‘Endangered fish regularly exported’
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Pune: As many as 1.5 million freshwater
fish of India belonging to 30 threatened spe-
cies were exporied from the country be-
tween 20060 and 2012, Of these, three endan-
gered and vulnerable species, two of which
are found in the Western Ghats, formed a
sigmificant portion of the exports, a recent
research by the city-based Indian Institute
of Science Education and Research (TISER)
and several research institutes across the
world has revealed.

The study also said that nine of the 20
threatened species exported during the pe-
riod show a perpetual decline in their pop-
ulations and despite such threats, India has
nolaw that protects freshwater fish perse.

The study found that a major chunk of
the rade involves the red lined torpedo
barbs(RLTBs), aspecies complex of colour-
ful cyprinids. The species’ haphazard col-
lection during the last 20 years has led to a
decline in its population, resulting in its in-
clusion in the ‘endangered’ listing in the
TUCH Bed Listof Threatened Species.

Meglesh Dahanukar of OSER said,
“More than three lakh RLTEs were export-
e from India between 2005 and 2012 to sev-
en countries. We think the original mumber
of the fish picked up would have been more
than this to make up for the high mortality
rate in this species after harvest.”
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ccording tothe study, threatened and

conservation concernendemic
freshwater fish s peciesexported during
April2012 include Striped Loach, Longfin
Barb, Banded Chromide, Cardamom
Garra, Yellow Catfsh, Glimmer Bar b, Red
Tailed Barb, Kalkkari Catfish, Hatchet Fish,
Spike Tail Paradise Fish, Golden Mahseer,
Redlined Tor pedo Barb, Denisonii Barb and
New Malabar Loachof WesternGhats

The research was recently published in
the international journal ‘Biological Con-
servation' and also involved institutes such
as the Durrell Institute of Conservation
and Ecology (UK, Institute of Aquaculiure
{Czech Republic), New England Aquarium
(USA) and Roger Williams University
(USA), amongothers.

Dahanukar added that a majority of the
wildcaught aguarium fish from India

come from biodiversity hotspotssuch asthe
Western Ghats and eastern Himalayas. “0f
more than 100 species in rade from the
Western Ghats, around 12 are regularly ex-
ported. In addition, we found that between
2005 and 2012, the main markets for RLTBs
were Singapore (4863%), Hong Kong
(30.52%) and Malaysia (184% ) A small
mumber was exported to UK, Japan and
Germany,” he said.

Besearchers also fournd that between
2005 and 2012 more than 89,000 RLTBs were
collected and exported during the breeding
season that extends from October to March.
Thismade for 1144% of the anmual exports.

Dahanukar said the trade of threatened
species through aquarium pet markets isa
current or potential threat to 22 endemic
freshwater fish of the country, of which 12
are already threatened. “Species that are
threatensd vet regularly exported from the
country have arestricted occupancy: Forex-
ample, the zebra loach occupies segmented
locations in a limited area of occupancy
and had over 380,000 of its fish exported
during the seven-year period,” he said.

Novel species, which are of conserva-
tion concern, are also being exported
These include, *Gonoproktopterus thomas-
51", acritically endangered species that has
a resiricted distribution, and endangered
species ‘Glyptothorax housei”, that comes
from a single location in the Western Ghats.




